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50 CFR Part 17
Endang.r.dai~dThreatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petitions To
Chang. the Statue of Grizzly Bear
Populations in the Cabinet-Yaak Area
of Montana and the Selldrk Mountains
of Idaho and Washington From
Threatened to Endangered

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of 12-month petition
finding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa 12-month
petition finding for two petitions to
amendthe List of Threatenedand
EndangeredWildlife. The Servicefinds
that the reclassificationof the grizzly
bear (Ursusarctoshombths)population
in theSelkirk ecosystemof Idaho and
Washingtonfrom threatenedto
endangeredis not warranted.The
Servicefinds that reclassificationof tie
grizzly bear population in theCabinet-
Yaak ecosystemof Montanafrom
threatened to endangeredis warranted
but precluded.
DATES: The finding announcedin this
notice wasapproved on January27,
1993. Comments may be submitted until
further notice.
ADDRESSES: Questionsor comments
concerning this findingshouldbesent
to U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
GrizzlyBearRecoveryCoordinator. NS
312,University of Montana, Missoula,
Montana 59812.The petition, finding,
andsupportingdata are available for
public inspection by appointment
during normalbusinesshoursat the
aboveoffice.
FOR FURTHER WIfORUAT)ON CONTACT:
Dr. Christopher Servheenat the address
listed above(406—329—3223).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
4(b)(3)(A) of the EndangeredSpecies
Act (Act)of 1973,asamended(16
U.S.C. 1531 etseq.),requiresthat the
U.S. FishandWildlife Service(Service)
make a findingon whethera petition to
list, delist, or reclassifya species
presentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that the petitionedactionmay be
warranted. To the maximumextent
practicable, this findingis to be made
within 90 daysof the receipt of the
petition,andthe findingis to be
publishedpromptly in the Federal
Register.lithe finding is positive, the
Serviceisalsorequired to promptly
commencea review of the statusof the
involved species.In accordancewith
section4(b)(3)(B) of theAct, the Service
announcesthe 12-month finding on two
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petitions requestingthe reclassification
of grizzly bears from threatenedto
endangeredstattis.

A petition datedFsi,ruary 4,1991,
was receivedby the Service from The
Fund for Animals, Inc., on February 7,
1991. The petition requestedthat the
Servicereclassifythegrizzly bear(Urs~is
circtoshoi-ribilis) populationsin the
Selkirk ecosystemof Idaho and
Washington; the Cabinet-Yaak
ecosystemof Montana;theYellowstone
ecosystemof Montana, Wyoming. and
Idaho; and theNorthernContinental
Divide ecosystemof Montana from
threatenedto endangered.A second
petition dated Tanuary16, 1991,was
receivedby theServicefrom Mr. D.C.
Canton on January28, 1991.The
petition requestedthat the Service
reclassifythe grizzly bearpopulations in
the Cabinet-Yaak ecosystemof Montana,
theSelkirk ecosystemof Idahoand
Washington,andtheNorthCascades
ecosystemof Washingtonfrom.
threatenedto e~idangered.

The requestto reclassifythegrizzly
populationsin the Yellowstone
ecosystemandNorthernContinental
Divide ecosystemfrom threatenedto
endangeredstatuswaspreviously
addressed,and anoticeof the finding
waspublished in theFederalRegister
on April 20, 1992 (57 FR 14372—14374).
The Servicefoundthat the petitioners
didnot provide substantialevidence
thattheir petitionedaction was-
warrantedin the Yellowstoneecosystem
andtheNorthernContinentalDivide
ecosystem.

The reclassificationof the grizzlyhear
in theNorth Cascadesecosystemwas
previously addressedby theServicein.
responseto apetitionsubmitted by The
Humane Societyof the United States,
Greater EcosystemAlliance,North
CascadesAudubonSociety,Skagit
Alpine Club, North Cascades
ConservationCouncil, andCarotRae
Smith. The finding of the Servicein
responseto the petitionto changethe
statusof grizzly bear,in theNorth
Cascadesfrom threatenedto endangered
waswarrantedbutprecluded,anda
noticeannouncingthefinding was
published in theFederalRegisteron
July 24, 1991 (56 FR 33892—33894).

The Fund for Animals,. Inc., andMr.
D.C. Carlton submittedinformationthat

grizzly bearsin the Cabinet-Yaakregion
andSelkirk Mountainsareimperiled
becausecurrentpopulations thereare
small. The petitioners also indicated
that arange of threatsexiststo the
survival of the remaining populations of
bearsin theseareas,includingroad
construction,landmanagement
activities,livestock grazing,land
development,and inadequatesupport
from managementagencies.A notice
publishedin the FederalRegisteron
April 20. 1992(57FR 14372—14374J,
announcedthatthe Servicemadea 90-
day finding that thepetitioners
presentedsubstantialinformationthat
their petitionedactionmaybe
warrantedfor theCabinet-Yaakand
Selkirkgrizzly bearpopulations.In the
FederalRegisterpublication, the
Servicealsoannouncedtheinitiation of
a statusreview.

As a resultof theFederalRegister
notice, 199letterswerereceivedby the
Servicewith genera)commentson the
petitions. Noneof the letterscontained
new biological information on the
grizzly bearpopulations in theCabinet-
Yaak ecosystemor Selkirkecosystem.

The Serviceagreesthat thegrizzly
bear population in the Selkirk
ecosystemis small. However,current
researchindicatesthat human-caused
mortality isdecreasing,reproduction
andsurvivorshipratesareadequate
(WakkinenandZager1991,Wielguset
al., in prep.),anda proactive
managementprogramh~sbeen
implemented (Allen-Johnson 1991).
After a review of the petitions,
accompanyingdocumentation,
referencescitedtherein,current
researchfindings, andpresent
managementefforts, theServicefound
that the requestedaction to reclassify
the grizzlybearpopulationin the
Selkirkecosystemfrom threatenedto
endangeredis notwarranted.

The Serviceagreesthatthegrizzly
bearpopulationin theCabinat-Yask
areais small(XaswormandManley
1988,KaswormandThier 1991)and
that increasinghuman demandsexist in
the areasincluding lo~ing,recreation,
androad building. After a reviewof the
petitions,accompanying
documentation,referencescitedtherein,
andcurrentresearchfindings, the
Servicefoundthattherequestedaction

to reclassifythe grizzly bearin the
Cabinet-Yaakecosystemfrom
threatenedto endangeredis warranted
but precluded by work on other species
havinga higherpriority for listing. The
Serviceis expeditiously working on
listing & backlogof specieshaving a
higher priority of needingprotectionof
the Act. Thegrizzly bearpopulationsin
theCabinet-Yaakecosystemand the
Selkirk ecosystemremainlistedas
threatened andretain their current
protectionunderthe Act. More detailed
information regardingthesedecisions
may be obtained from the office of Dr.
ChristopherServheen(seeADDRESSES
above).
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Author

This noticewaspreparedby Dr.
ChristopherServ’heers(seeADDRESSES).

Authority;The authorityfor thisactionis
the EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16 U.S.C. 1531—1544).

List of Siabiecteis 51)CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies.
Exports,Imports,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated: January27, 1993.
RichardN. Sithtk,
DeputyDirector, Fish andWildlife Service.
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